
Confusing the Enemy: The Cus D’Amato Story 
 
Prologue Tyson Wins the Heavyweight Title - Nov. 22, 1986 
 

Part 1   Writing the Obit 

Ch. 1   Wake at the Standing Eight - November 4th 1985 

Ch. 2  The Gramercy Gym at 2:00 AM - Nov. 5, 1985 

Ch. 3 Reunion at the Gramercy, - Nov. 5, 1985 

Ch. 4  Floyd Makes an Entrance 

 

Part 2   The Gramercy Gym 

Ch. 5  “Stay Fit and Trim At the Gramacy Gym” – 1933 

Ch. 6  Cus Takes A Day Trip - 1938 

Ch. 7   Rocky Bob Gets Outta Da Street and Inta Da Ring – 1939 

Ch. 8  Da Diff’rence Between A Fight on Da Street and a Fight in Da Gym 

Ch. 9  Boxiana Acquires a New Piece of Property  

Ch. 10  The Business of Boxing – The Gray in The Forrest on Jacob’s Beach 

Ch. 11  The Induction Letter – 1942 

Ch. 12  Tying Up Lose Ends - 1942 

Ch. 13  WWII – Stateside 1942-1945 

Ch. 14  A GI Comes to the Gramercy 1946 

Ch. 15  Wingo Calls from the Y - 1948 

Ch. 16  A Sit Down with Carbo at The Forrest 

Ch. 17  The Formation of the IBC – 1949 

Ch. 18  Learning How Business Gets Done -1949-1950 

Ch. 19  Closing Up for the Night 

 

Part 3   From the Medal to the Title 

Ch. 20  Floyd Goes to the Olympics 1950-1952 

Ch. 21  Floyd Turns Professional 1952 

Ch. 22  Floyd Becomes a Heavyweight Contender 

Ch. 23  Cus Gets Steamed 1953 



Ch. 24  Cus Does a Dance with Norris 1954 

Ch. 25  The Heavyweight Title Becomes Vacant 1955 - 1956 

Ch. 26  Norris and Cus Have a Sit Down 1956 

Ch. 27  Floyd Wins the Title 1956 (Patterson- Archie Moore) 

Ch. 28  The Heavyweights Party at Morton’s Nov. 30 – Dec. 1, 1956 
 

 

Part 4 The Shit Hits the Fans 

Ch. 29  Chegui Leaves Papi and Ponce 1957 

Ch. 30  The Cartel Falls Apart - July1957 

Ch. 31  Derailed at Dempsey’s 

Ch. 32  Floyd Defends His Title - Summer 1957 

Ch. 33  On the Train to LA – July 1958 

Ch. 34   A Slip of the Lip – August 1958 

Ch. 35  Cus Gets a Promotion – Oct. – Nov. 1958 

Ch. 36  Dancing in the Dark 

Ch. 37  Chance Encounters – April – May 1959 

Ch. 38  Cus Lost, Frankie Found – June 1959 

Ch. 39  When It Rains, It Pours – June 1959 

Ch. 40  Fat Tony Throws His Weight Around  

Ch. 41   Where Ingo, I Go - The Race for the Rematch – Aug, 1959 

Ch. 42  The Denouement – Oct. 1, 1959 

Ch. 43  “Let’s Face the Music and Dance”- Fall 1959 

Ch. 44  They Said It Couldn’t Be Done – June 1960 

 

Part 4 Beginnings and Endings 

Ch. 45 Crowned and Off to Europe - Summer 1960 

Ch. 46 The Champion That Wasn’t – 1958-1960 

Ch. 47 Pete Comes Up the Stairs 

Ch. 48 The Boy Wonder – May 1960 

Ch. 49  Cassius and Cohn - 1960 



Ch. 50 The Sword and the Shield – Fall 1960 

Ch. 50 The Senate Investigation – Dec. 1960  

Ch. 51 Patterson-Johansson III – March 13, 1961 

Ch. 52 The After Party – March 13-14, 1961 

Ch. 53 The Train Ride Home – March 15, 1961 

Ch. 54  Jose and Ramona Tie the Knot – August 13, 1961 

 

Part 5 

Ch. 55 Boxiana Makes a Sonny Investment  

Ch. 56 All Aboard The Night Train - 1961 

Ch. 57 “Is You Is or Is You Ain’t?”  

Ch. 58  Training Jimmy to fight Archie Moore for the Lt-Hvywt title- 1961 or 62 

Ch. 59 Good and Evil Vie For the Title – September 25, 1962 

Ch. 60 Further Fallout With Floyd - 1963 

Ch. 61 Sonny Becomes a Tamata Can – Cassius Becomes Muhammad – February 

25, 1964 

Ch. 62 What the Hell Just Happened?  

Ch. 63 Jose Gains Weight - Nov. 1964 

Ch. 64  The “Willie” Bag 

Ch. 65  “Six Blows in 2/5s of a Second” 

Ch. 66  The Double Header – March 30, 1965   

Ch. 67  Fighting Ali… One More Time  
 
Ch. 68  Bus and Cus  
  

Ch. 69   Torres Loses Interest 
 

Part 6 The Move to Catskill 

Ch. 70 Insolvent - 1971 

Ch. 71 Jimmy Steps In 

Ch. 72 Midnights with Muhammad 

Ch. 73 The Catskill Boxing Club -Nadia’s Story 



Ch. 74 Wilt Chamberlain 

Ch. 75 Bobby Stewart Brings a Boy 1979 

Ch. 76 Mike Breaks All the Rules 

Ch. 77 The Final Round – Fall 1985 

 

Epilogue 

Memorial at the Gramercy Gym 


