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Cus D’Amato was born Constantine
D’Amato on January 17, 1908, in the
Bronx to Italian American parents,
Damiano and Elisabetta, who had
emigrated from Toritto in Southern Italy.

His father worked long, punishing days
delivering ice and coal by horse and cart,
while his mother managed the home on
149th and Southern Blvd. in the Bronx, NY
until her death.

Cus was only five years old when she died.
Not having a mother growing up
definitely had an impact on D’Amato in
that he struggled with trust issues,
vulnerability, and the lack of self-worth or
even worthy of care, because he didn’t
consistently experience this in childhood.

He also reported a lingering sense of
“something missing,” even if life was

otherwise stable. Cus exclaimed that not
having a mother help develop an
exceptional resilience, adaptability, and
emotional intelligence.
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He also reported that it forced him to learn
to read people well, anticipate needs, and
navigate life with a kind of internal
toughness. Growing up in a tough Bronx
neighborhood, D’Amato was one of five
brothers (Rocco, Gerardo, Nick & Tony), and
his childhood was marked by hardship,
including physical abuse from his father an
experience he later said forged his discipline
and resilience rather than bitterness.

Despite the rough environment, young Cus
developed a deep fascination with
Catholicism and even considered entering
the priesthood under Father Rommel at St.
Anselm’s Church spending part of his youth
immersed in religious study before
ultimately turning away from that path.

His early years were also shaped by street
fights, where he first learned to box and
wrestle from his father and his uncle, but
he admired and learned the most from his
older brother Gerry.
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Gerry was unfortunately shot dead in
the streets of New York City right in
front of Cus and unbelievably, Cus was
so scorned that he followed that police
officer around his entire life until he
passed away in Florida. Itis stated that
one of these street fights left him with a
damaged right eye that prevented him
from ever becoming a professional
fighter.

One of Cus’ family members claimed
that Cus’ dad hit him with a beltand a
bull whip but one time when Cus was
getting hit with the belt, the buckle
came around his face and hit him in the
right eye. So, in essence, it was
Damiano, Cus’ dad who caused the eye
trauma not a street fight.

These formative experiences poverty,
violence, faith, and the unforgiving
streets of the Bronx created the
psychological foundation for the man
who would later revolutionize boxing.

His experience instilled in him a fierce belief in discipline, willpower, and the
ability to shape one’s destiny, principles he would eventually pass on to fighters
like Floyd Patterson, José Torres, and Mike Tyson.
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