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Cus D'Amato was an inventor since his
childhood. Growing up in the Bronx, he was a
naturally curious and industrious child who
frequently scavenged for materials to create
his own tools and toys. That was the theme of
the times during the depression.

One of his most significant early
accomplishments was building his own
crystal radio set from scratch, a project that
highlighted his ability to teach himself
complex technical concepts and in line
sequential problem-solving ability.

He was known for taking apart household
items like clocks, locks, coffee percolators,
irons, and small engines to understand their
inner workings before attempting to
hypothesize how to improve them. This
childhood "tinkering" established a "student
of mechanics" mindset. He was truly
innovative and excelled at "mechanical
reasoning" from a noticeably young age.
During his teenage years he got a job at L.H.
Mace Company. A company that was like the
United States chain, P.C Richards & Sons
today. They sold all types of appliances and
home needs.
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Cus loved this place because he was able to
see all these cool new appliances on the
market but never had a good relationship with
the boss, shocker! All this tinkering has led
Cus to hisfirst true invention. Believe it or not,
at twenty-nine years old Cus applied and
received a United States patent for an
invention he created on January 21st, 1937.
The patent was for a sanitary toilet seat cover
(see attached).

Yes, a version of what we see today in public
restrooms. Cus was a germophobe and was
obsessed with cleanliness. It was not surprising
this was on his mind. Flash forward to 1964,
Cus was fifty-six-years-old when he created the
"Willie Bag” otherwise known as the
apparatus. It was a training tool made of
several mattresses or heavy padding wrapped
around a pole designed to simulate the human
torso
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The genesis of this idea was created while Cus was dreaming one night in his apartment on
333 West 57th Street in NYC. He popped out of bed in the “wee hours” of the night and
started trying to stand his mattress up against the wall as he started calling numbers and
throwing punches at the mattress in different spots that correlated to the human anatomy.

The “Willie” featured numbered zones indicating the seven most vulnerable points of the
body, allowing for the precise execution of combinations that were faster than the eye
could follow. This was a culmination of Cus studying pianists, quick draw shooters,
racehorse jockeys, and the most elusive boxers of that day. They created the name
“Willie” after the fighter Willie Pastrano with whom Jose “Chequi” Torres was about to
fight.

Dec. 6, 1938. C. D')AMATO 2,139,003
Cus famously told the press that a fighter SANIZARY SEAT COVER
trained in this method could land "six Filed Jen. 21, 1937

blows in two-fifths of a second". These
dazzling combinations defied accurate
analysis because they came so fast that
the human eye could barely track them.
By drilling these numbered sequences
relentlessly such as a 1,6,5 or 7,2,1,2. (See
below for the numbering system)

With this method, his fighters moved from
conscious thought to pure instinct. From
reaction to action. Cus always had his
death on mind. For his fighter to be able
to train when he was not around, Cus
created several audio tapes in his own
voice to help the fighters train on the
“Willie.” In total there were five cassette
tapes starting with basic combos all the
way up to six punch combinations all that
incorporate systematic and precise head
movement after each punch.
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This was the heart of
the D'Amato method:
using "shutter speed”
to overwhelm an
opponent before they
could even see the
punch coming. Speed
kills. Cus used to say,
“every fighter has to be
still or rest at some
point for two fifth of a
second.” For Cus,
boxing was a science of
geometry and timing,
where the right
combination at the
right micro-second was
the only truth that
mattered. It is the
punch that you do not
see coming that
delivers the most
damage.

Cusology Website Launching Soon
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Patented Dec. 6, 1938

UNITED STATES

2,139,003

PATENT OFFICE

2,139,003
SANITARY SEAT COVER
Constantine D’Amato, New York, N. Y.
Application January 21, 1937, Serial No. 121,537

1 Claim,

This invention relates to sanitary toilet-seat
covers and particularly to the kind wherein
means are provided for facilitating the drawing
of the cover into the teoilet bowl when the latter
is being flushed.

The prime object of this invention is to pro-
vide a device of this kind which is practical and
inexpensive to produce and with which is pro-
vided a water-engageable member of sufficient
length and width so as to assure a sufficient drag
upon said member for drawing the seat cover into
the bowl without the requirement of handling it
after it has been used, and wherein said water-
engageable member forms an integral part of the
seat, exteriorly thereto, and is normally arranged
beneath the cover in a manner to facilitate its
dropping into the bowl of ithe toilet when the
cover is being used.

Another object of this inveation is to provide
such water-engageable member at one exterior
end of the seat, preferably at the front end there-
of, so that a portion of that member will pass
over the toilet seat and form, near its attached
end, a shield against the howl.

The foregoing and still further objects and
advantages of this invention will be more fully
apparent from the ensuing description of the
accompanying drawing, which latter forms an
essential part of my invention, but which drawing
is not intended to limit me to the actual struc-
ture shown, and wherein

Fig. 1 is & ton view of one form of my device;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof in a position
assumed when placed over a toilet seat;

Fig. 3 illustrates a top view of a modified form
of my device;

Fig. 4 is a side elevation thereof in & position
ready for use;

Fig. 5illustrates s top view of a somewhat modi-
fied form from that shown in Fig. 1,

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal cross-section through
the device, as shown in Fig. 5, when the latter is
in use;

Fig. 7 is a verspective view of a still other modi-
fication of my device;

Fig. 8 iz a diagrammatical illustration of a
strip of material from which the device, shown
in Fig. 1, may be produced; and

Fig, 9 is a diagrammatical illustration of a strip
of material from which the form of my device,
shown in Fig. 3, may be fabricated.

Referring now to Figs. 1 and 2, numeral {0 de-
notes in broken lines the contour of a sheet from

(Cl. 4—243)

with an oval opening 12, while the side sirips of
the sheet are folded szainst one another, so that
the lower strip portion will appear at 12 while
the upper portion is shown at {4. The thus folded
gides form, with the original sheet material at
the right, a triple-layer extension 15, and the
two side members 13 and |84 overlep tc produce
a shield 6 which is intended to partially cover
the interior edge of the toilet seat upon which
my device is placed.

The cut out strips 13 and !4 are folded nor-
mally in the plane of the sheet material below the
opening, and when put to use, the strips are in-
tended to hang down into the bowl. It will be
seen that the strips are of the same length as
the length of the seat cover and that their body
is sufficiently hroad as to assure an intimate en-
gagement with the water when the toilet bowl is
flushed. The length of the strips assure contact
over practicaly the entire bottom shape of the
bowl,

In Figs. 5 and 6, an arrangement similar to
thet of Fig, 1 is illustrated. In this figure, a
substantially oval seat member 1" is cut out
from a sheet, from which, however, the front
portion is shaped in the manner indicated at
11, so that a flap 18 is formed which is folded over
at 19, and passes under the front end of the seat
and provides a partial shield over the inner edge
of the toilet seat.

Flaps 13’ and 14’ are so arranged as to form
a larger overlapping area at their ends which is
intended to promote a greater pull upon the seat
cover when the toilet is flushed. In producing
this form of my device, extensions 13 and 1§
are first bent over along front edge 20 of the
cover, to the position indicated in broken lines
to the left, then they are creased at 19, about
which creases extensions (3" and (4" are bent
against cover (I’

In Fig. 7 is illustrated still another modifica-
tion of Figs. 1 and 5. Although the construction
and the eutting out of the seat cover is identical,
there is a difference in the folding of the several
parts. In this figure, numeral 11’ denotes an
oval seat cover portion, at both sides of which
are provided extensions 13"’ and 14", depending
from g flap 18°, which flap, although shown short
in this construction, may of course be lengthened
sufficiently to fold under the front edge 20 and
form an apron or shield therebelow. At the con-
struction shown in Fig. 7, however, this shield
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function as water-engageable members 13, 13,
|4 and 4’ of Figs. 1 and 5, respectively.

Referring now to Figs. 3 and 4, numeral 2l
denotes a sheel provided with an oval aperfure
22, which may form the center of an oval seat
cover, such as shown at 23, or may form the cen-
ter of the whole sheet 21, Extending from the
front end 24 of the cover and forming an integral
part thereof, is a water-engageable member 26
which is folded under opening 22, as shown in
full lines, whereas its original shape, when cut
out from the sheet material, is shown in broken
lines to the left, The length and width of this
extension is of sufiicient dimensions to permit
a positive engagement of this member by the
water flushing the toilet. It will be noted that
the ample length of member 25 corresponds to
the overall length of the cover portion 23, so as to
permit its taking the shape of the bowl of the
toilet when the cover is in use.

In the manufacture of my device, the forms
illustrated in Figs. 1, 5 and 7 may be readily
stamped out from a continuous web of material
as shown at 26. A simple stamping operation
cuts out opening 27 and separates, by cuts 28,
the two side strips forming the water-engage-
able extensions. The folding operation takes
place along dotted lines 29. Web 26, of course,
is separated into sheets along lines 30, from which
sheets the covers are fabricafed.

For the purpose of producing the modified
form of the sanitary seal cover shown in Flg. 3,
a different arrangement is followed, in that a
wider strip 31 (see Fig. 9) is employed, from
which individual sheet areas are cut along lines
32. These areas comprise strips 23, and seat cover
portions 33, of which latter the strips form inte-
gral extensions. The cover portions may be
used either in full size, as defined by separating
lines 32 and provided with an opening 22, adapted
to approximately register with the opening of a
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toilet seat, or they may be cut to form an oval
seat strip 23.

In either of the two methods of producing my
device, a minimum of waste of the sheet material
iz of prime importance. Of course, this saving
must not be at the expense of the efficlency of
the device, which largely depends upon gener-
ously dimensioning the drag producing water-
engageable member. The latter must be suf-
ficiently long and broad so as to assure a positive
engagement by the flushing water without break-
ing before the seat cover is completely pulled
off the toilet seat into the bowl.

‘While I have illustrated several specific forms
of my device, wherein the water-engageable mem-
bers form exterior, buf integral extensions at the
end of the seat cover, be it understood that
changes and improvements may be made therein,
and I therefore reserve for myself the right to
make such changes and improvements s may
become advisable in fhe course of manufacture,
without departing from the broad scope of the
hereto annexed claim.

I claim:

In a sanitary toilet-seat cover, a substantially
oval-shaped seat covering member having a sub-
stantially oval-shaped, concentrically located
opening, whereby an oval-shaped rim is formed,
one outer end-edge of the rim being straight and
parallel with the short centre axis of the member,
an integral strip extending from the straight end-
edge of the rim and being folded along that edge
upon itself and against the rim portion adjacent
to the outer straight end-edge, and depending
from the inner edge of the rim, opposite the fold-
ed, straight outer end-edge, the strip being of
sufficient length so that its free end reaches sub-
stantially beyond the inner edge portion of the
rim which is diametrically cpposite to that inner
edge portion from which the strip depends.

CONSTANTINE D'AMATO.
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