
Camille arrived in Canada as a child at the age of five, 

part of a wave of immigrants who carried everything 

they owned in a few trunks and everything they 

hoped for in their imaginations. 

Many Eastern European families of that era entered 

North America through Canadian ports because 

Canadian immigration laws were less restrictive, land 

and farm work were more available, and Ukrainian 

communities were already established in rural 

Canada.
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Long before she became the quiet 

matriarch of the Catskill boxing 

house, Camille Ewald lived a life 

shaped by migration, hardship, and 

the kind of emotional endurance 

that would one day make her 

indispensable to Cus D’Amato and 

the young fighters who passed 

through his care. Born Camille 

Ivashchuk in 1905 in a small western 

Ukrainian village called 

Staromishchana, she was the 

daughter of both Hnat Ewaschuk 

and Nascaoe Ewaschuk of Galicia, 

Austria. 

She entered the world during a 

period of political instability, food 

shortages, and social upheaval. Her 

family, like many Eastern European 

families of the era, faced the 

impossible choice between staying 

in a homeland that offered little 

security or taking the uncertain leap 

toward a new life across the ocean. 

They chose the latter and changed 

their name to Ewald.
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As a teenager and young adult, Camille entered the 

workforce early, taking on the kinds of jobs available to 

immigrant women in the early 20th century.  She 

worked as a domestic helper, a caretaker, housekeeper 

and in various community-based roles that required 

reliability, humility, and emotional intelligence. These 

jobs were physically demanding and often thankless, 

but they shaped her into someone who could run a 

household with precision, anticipate needs before they 

were spoken, and provide warmth without 

sentimentality. She learned how to create order in 

chaos, a skill that would later become the backbone of 

the Catskill home.
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Camille’s family followed this 

pattern, settling in a farming region 

where children were expected to 

contribute to the household from a 

young age. Her early years were 

defined by the immigrant struggle: 

cramped apartments, shared beds, 

long workdays, and the constant 

pressure to adapt. She grew up in a 

household where everybody 

worked, and where survival 

depended on cooperation. 

Although she had nine siblings, her 

closest bond was with her sister 

Nellie. The two girls share chores, 

confidence, and the burden of 

helping their parents navigate a 

new country. That sisterly 

relationship, forged in scarcity and 

responsibility, became the 

emotional blueprint for the loyalty 

and steadiness she later offered to 

Cus and the fighters.
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Camille met Cus D’Amato through family 

connections after settling in New York in 

the 1920’s. It was Rocco D’Amato that 

introduced them at a lower east side 

function for immigrants. While Rocco, in a 

relationship with Camille’s sister, directly 

introduced them not knowing this would 

be a life-long bond. Their relationship 

grew slowly, built on mutual respect and 

a shared seriousness about life. Cus, often 

consumed by boxing politics and 

philosophical obsessions, found in 

Camille a grounding presence someone 

who understood discipline, sacrifice, and 

the quiet dignity of hard work. She, in 

turn, found in him a mission larger than 

herself. Over time, their lives intertwined 

so completely that they became 

inseparable companions. They eventually 

moved into the same home in Catskill in 

the 60’s, not as husband and wife, but as 

two people bound by loyalty, purpose, 

and a shared devotion to the young men 

whose lives they were shaping. More 

importantly, it was the companionship 

Rocco believed Cus needed.  

They slept in separate bedrooms, a detail 

that underscores the nature of their 

partnership: intimate in commitment, not 

romantic convention. When both Cus and 

Camille died she passed the house down 

to her sister in Athens, NY and later was 

sold to a retired lawyer. Initially, it was 

Jimmy Jacobs that helped Cus purchase 

and put this house in Camille’s name.
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Inside that house, Camille became the 

emotional center of Cus’s entire 

operation. She cooked, cleaned, managed 

the household, and created an 

atmosphere of stability that many of the 

fighters had never known. She was not a 

friendly smiling face everyone once 

thought.  She was strict as a disciplinarian 

and always backed up Cus. When Cus 

brought in troubled boys, kids with 

broken homes, fractured identities, or no 

real support system it was Camille who 

gave them warmth, structure, and a sense 

of belonging. She enforced chores, 

maintained order, and offered the kind of 

maternal reassurance that allowed Cus’s 

psychological and athletic training to take 

root. She truly provided a balance for the 

boys.
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For Mike Tyson and several other kids that 

came through the house, she became a 

second mother. After Tyson’s own mother 

died, it was Camille who welcomed him 

fully into the home, who fed him, who 

scolded him, who hugged him, who gave 

him the stability he had never 

experienced. Tyson later said that Camille 

was his “white mother,” a testament to 

the depth of her influence and the 

authenticity of her love. Cus trained 

Tyson’s mind and fists; Camille nurtured 

his heart.

Her role extended far beyond domestic 

duties. Camille was the quiet architect of 

the environment that made Cus’s system 

possible. She created a home where 

discipline met compassion, where 

structure met safety, where young 

fighters learned not only how to box, but 

how to live. She was the unseen force that 

allowed Cus to focus on his mission, 

knowing the boys were cared for, fed, and 

emotionally anchored.

After Cus’s death in 1985, Tyson honored 

his mentor’s final request: “Take care of 

Camille.” Tyson supported her financially 

and personally for the rest of her life. She 

remained in the Catskill home until her 

passing in 2001 at the age of ninety-six, 

the last living link to the original Catskill 

family.

Camille Ewald was never a trainer, never a 

promoter, never a strategist, really 

nothing to do with boxings past but yet 

without her, the Catskill story would not 

exist in the form we know. She was the 

quiet force behind the scenes, the mother 

of the house, the emotional backbone of 

a system built on discipline, fear mastery, 

and transformation. In the mythology of 

Cus D’Amato, she is the figure who rarely 

speaks, rarely appears, but whose 

presence is felt in every corner of the 

story.

She was, simply, the heart of the home.


