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The Most Unlikely Triad

In the late 1980s, as
Mike Tyson
transformed from
prodigy to global icon,
a new constellation of
personalities entered
his orbit, glamorous,
powerful, and, to the
old Catskill guard,
deeply unsettling.
Among them were
actress Robin Givens,
her manager and mom,
Ruth Roper, and a
real-estate
magnate-turned-boxing
power broker named
Donald Trump.

Yes, | did say Donald
Trump. By July 1988
Donald Trump was

publicly aligned with

Tyson’s corporate Their intersection with Tyson
reorganization and was created one of the most
reported to be on the controversial and

board of Mike Tyson consequential chapters in his
Enterprises alongside life, a moment where celebrity
Tyson, Givens, Ruth ambition, managerial influence,
Roper, and attorney and emotional vulnerability
Michael Winston. collided.
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Tyson’s fascination
with Robin Givens
began long before they
met. As he has
recalled, he first saw
her on television as a
young fighter and
declared, with the
earnestness of
someone still shaped
by fantasy rather than
fame, “I’'m going to
marry her one day.” It
was a dream spoken in
innocence before the
pressures of global
stardom, before the
loss of Cus D’ Amato,
and before the
machinery of
Hollywood and
high-stakes promotion
began to close in
around him

Tyson and Givens had a secret church wedding in Chicago
on February 7, 1988, followed by a civil ceremony in New
York on February 9, 1988.
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When Givens
eventually entered
Tyson’s life, she did so
accompanied by Ruth
Roper, a manager
whose reputation was
sharply divided. In
entertainment circles,
Roper was known as a
formidable negotiator.
In boxing circles,
especially among
those loyal to the
D’Amato ethos, she was
viewed with suspicion.

Many believed she operated in
the gray zones of influence,
where access to money, fame,
and leverage could be
strategically exploited.
Whether one calls it corruption
or simply ruthless industry
savvy, Roper embodied a style
of management that clashed
with the values of the Catskill
family that raised Tyson.
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Roper’s close friendship
with Donald Trump added
another layer of
complexity. Trump, who was
then deeply involved in
boxing promotion and
celebrity culture, had both
personal and business
interests in Tyson’s
success. For a brief period,
Tyson was in Trump’s orbit
dining with him, staying at
his properties, and even
considering Trump as a
future promoter or
manager.

Within Tyson’s original
circle, the perception was
unmistakable: Trump and
Roper were aligned in
accelerating the
Tyson/Givens relationship
while also trying to control
Tyson’s economic milieu.
Whether this was
matchmaking, maneuvering,
or opportunism, the effect
was the same as Tyson
being steered toward a
marriage that seemed to
serve the ambitions of
others more than his own
emotional well-being.

But the relationship unraveled
as quickly as it formed as
Trump aligned himself with
Roper distancing Tyson from
Trump.
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The marriage that
followed was brief but
explosive. The
infamous Barbara
Walters interview
where Givens
described life with
Tyson as “torture”
while he sat silently

drugged up on lithium o
beside her became a P

defining cultural ’M}

moment. Public \

opinion shifted :

dramatically, and the

relationship unraveled

in full view of the Their divorce brought further
world. During their scrutiny. Reports about the
separation, Tyson later financial settlement varied
recounted walking into widely, with Tyson claiming

his own home and Givens received millions (ten
finding Robin Givens million) and Givens denying
with actor Brad Pitt, that figure. Regardless of the
who, according to exact amount, the emotional
Tyson, pleaded with and reputational cost to Tyson
him not to react far exceeded any monetary
violently. Whether loss. The young champion,
embellished or not, already destabilized by the loss
the story became part of Cus and the pressures of

of the mythology of fame, found himself engulfed in
Tyson’s turbulent a media storm that he was
late-eighties life. ill-equipped to navigate.
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For those who had
been with Tyson since
the beginning, the
trainers, archivists,
and protectors of the
D’Amato lineage this
period represented
everything they feared
would happen once
Tyson left the

disciplined, insulated
world of Catskill.
Steve Lott, one of the

most devoted
custodians of the Cus
legacy, was especially
outspoken about his
hatred for Robin and
Ruth.

From my personal
conversations with
him, Lott harbored
deep resentment
toward Givens, Roper,
and Trump. To him,
they symbolized the
external forces that
exploited Tyson’s
youth, fame, and
emotional fragility.

Lott believed Tyson had been
overwhelmed, not guided by
people who saw him as a
commodity rather than a human
being.

In retrospect, the Tyson-Givens
era was not simply a failed
marriage. It was a collision of
competing agendas: Hollywood
ambition, managerial power,
promotional influence, and the
vulnerabilities of a young
champion who had lost the only
true father figure he ever knew.
It remains one of the most
dramatic and instructive
chapters in Tyson’s life, a
cautionary tale about what
happens when a prodigy raised
in discipline and loyalty is
thrust into a world driven by
fame, leverage, and

opportunism.
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