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Nestled along the

FOREWORD BY GERAY CODNEY rolling hills of

upstate New York just
footsteps from the
western side of the
H Hudson River is a
parcel of land on
which lay a
' three-story, single
' . family residential
Victorian style
. mansion built in 1880.
: Now at an estimated
: worth of about 2.2
? million dollars this
4 house was initially
purchased for $2900
, in 1889. With 7,460
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bedrooms and six
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This house would one day become the coordinates of
boxing greatness. This 14-room house was financed by
the one and only handball king and boxing historian,
Jim Jacobs. Originally purchased by Cus D'Amato and
Camille Ewald under Camille’s name for less than
$100,000 in the summer of 1960 and most recently sold
for $525,000 in 2002.
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Jacobs was not only able to
help Cus secure a home,
tolerate bankruptcy and
escape the ever-changing
culture of New York City’s
boxing milieu but as Jimmy
did, he convinced Cus to settle
down, find a companion and
enjoy the fruits of their labor
in upstate New York close to
Cus’ family in Athens. Cus saw
the writing on the wall. The
year before was one of the
worst years in Cus’ life. Floyd
losing his crown, Cus losing
his manager’s license and the
end of Patterson Enterprises,
which meant a major loss of
money. Catskill was quiet,
economically depressed and
was otherwise known as the
“Borscht Belt.”

A popular summer destination
for New York City’s Jewish
community. In Catskill, no one
was calling Cus on the phone
asking him “Hey Cus, what did
you think of the Ali/Bonavena
fight or even what was your
take on the “Thrilla in
Manilla.” Cus was somewhat

exiled from the pulse of
boxing’s biggest artery but
deep in his mind, he was always
looking for his own Sonny
Liston.
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We all focus on the well-known fighters from that era,
the champions, the prodigies, the names that still echo
through boxing lore. But the Hidden Drive house shaped
far more men than the world will ever recognize. There
were young men who came there lost, angry, or
half-broken. Boys who didn’t know how to carry
themselves. Men who needed structure, discipline, and
someone who believed they could be more than the worst
thing they’d ever done. They didn’t all become world
champions. Most didn’t. But they learned how to be men
in that house. They learned respect at Camille’s table.
They learned accountability in Cus’ conversations.
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They learned humility in
the daily routines, fixing
something that was
broken, helping someone
who needed it, showing up
on time, doing the right
thing even when nobody
was watching. Hidden
Drive wasn’t a museum of
champions; it was a
workshop of character.
Every morning began with
discipline. Before the sun
climbed over the Catskill
Mountains, the boys were
expected to rise, make
their beds, complete their
chores, and prepare
themselves for the day.
Although everyone had
slightly differing
schedules, secondary to
work or school, breakfast
was on your own. After
school or work there was
the gym but most of the
time, everyone went to the
gym after dinner which
started promptly at 5pm.
The fighters usually got
back from the gym by eight
and lights out was after
Johnny Carson. Sometimes
the guys stayed up late
watching HBO which was a
cable network and new to
TV at that time.

Cus didn’t believe too much in
road work or strength
training. He used to say “if
you think you need to run,
then run. If you think you
need to strength train, then
train.” Cus believed that
character was built in the
smallest habits. A fighter who
could not control his room
could never control himself in
the ring.
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It was a place where
everyone, no matter
what rank, sat in the
same kitchen, drank
the same coffee,
listened to the same
stories and lessons
but walked out a
little straighter than
they walked in. A
place where the noise
of the world faded
and real work, the
internal work began.
And that’s the story
that rarely gets told
in any pugilistic art.

The house on Hidden
Drive didn’t just
shelter people, it
shaped people and its
legacy lives in every
man who ever sat at
Camille’s table or
heard Cus speak in
that intense, dramatic
voice that could cut
through anyone’s
chaos. Kevin Rooney
mentioned to me how
his regular chore of
mowing the lawn kept
his mind right and he
loved the smell of
freshly cut grass
early in the morning.

Paul Mangiamele, the CEO of
the famous chain, Bennigan’s
said that it was the tight knit
family Cus and Camille created
along with their regimented
schedule and boxing program
that gave Paul the skills to
succeed at anything he put his
mind too. Albeit still scorned
to this day, Teddy Atlas had
said Cus saw character he
didn’t see in himself and Atlas
was reported as saying, “l was
shocked that | had some
character.”
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Both Tom Patti
and Franki
Minicelli have
both stated on
numerous
occasions that the
lessons learned in
that house helped
forge who they are
today in almost
every way. This
cannot be
overstated in its
importance.
Finally, Michael
Gerard Tyson who
met Cus through
Bobby Stewart has
a hard time
talking about his
adopted father to
this day but
through several
conversations |
had with Mike
reveal his deep
love and special
relationship with
Cus.
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This union evolved
into one of the best
master/disciple bonds
in American culture.
Mike loved watching
old fight films in that
house as well as
enjoying his pigeon
coop. Years later,
many of the boys
would leave Catskill
carrying trophies,
titles, and
championship belts.
Some would become
famous. Others would
live quieter lives. But
nearly all of them
would remember the
same thing. They
remembered the
house. They
remembered Cus'
unwavering belief in
them and Camille's
unconditional care.

The house on Hidden Drive
never asked for credit, but it
earned a legacy all the same.
Under Cus’ discipline and
Camille’s unwavering warmth,
that house shaped countless
young men long before the
world ever learned their
names. Its walls didn’t just
witness transformation, they
caused it. And long after the
lights went out and the
footsteps faded, the lessons
born in that house kept
echoing in every life it
touched.
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